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The Eur-Alpha network aims to support and develop best quality practices in adult literacy and
numeracy in Europe. It was founded in 2009 and currently counts 16 full members coming from
12 different countries.

* Eur-Alpha works with the trainers to develop and exchange educational practices
facilitating learners self-determination, citizenship and participation.

o Through a scientific Committee that collects, develops and disseminates practices
meeting those goals of self-determination, voicing of opinion and participation of the
learners;

o Through workshops where the trainers meet each other and test pedagogical
practices.

* Eur-Alpha works with the learners to support their voicing of opinions and participation.

o Through a scientific Committee where they discuss their needs, their claims and write
a Charter for literacy;

o Through workshops where they meet, exchange experiences and discuss their role as
citizens at the national and European levels.

This newsletter is downloadable, in English and in French, at the following address
www.eur-alpha.eu/spip.php?article138

If you wish to subscribe to the newsletter, go to www.eur-alpha.eu and fill in the form on the left
of the home page. The newsletter is available in English or in French



It’s been almost fifty years since the 8 September was chosen by UNESCO to become the
International Literacy Day in order to highlight the importance of literacy for individuals,
communities and societies.

The objective perfectly makes senses considering that 793 million
adults still lacked basic literacy skills in 2009, the majority of them
being girls and women.

This year’s International Literacy Day focused on the link between
literacy and peace. The day was launched in New Delhi, India, during
the International Conference on Women'’s Literacy for Inclusive and
Sustainable Development, organized from 8 to 10 September.

In the message issued to the international organizations, to the civil
society and to the private sector, Director-General of UNESCO Irina
Bokova highlighted that literacy empowers individuals, allowing them

The message of Ms. Bokova to effectively participate in democratic ‘
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0021/ processes and Strengthening mutual Irina Bokova, Director-general
002113/211358e.pdf . . > of UNESCO

understanding. This way, literacy becomes a ©UNESCO/Michel Ravassard
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development accelerator and a force for peace.

It is possible to understand the specific benefits of literacy just by looking at the four projects
that have received the UNESCO Literacy Prizes 2011. These prizes were granted in New Delhi
to programmes from Burundi, Mexico, United States of America and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo.

Apart from these prestigious awards, different events have been :
. ] . . To learn further details on the award-
organized worldwide to celebrate International Literacy Day. winning programmes:

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0021/
002113/211318E.pdf

Following their principles and philosophy, Eur-Alpha partners have
actively involved learners in this celebration, which is ultimately
dedicated to them.

Learners publication in the spotlight—- Education Scotland

This year Education Scotland’s Communities Team marked International Literacy Day with a
gathering of key figures in Adult Literacies work in Scotland.

Besides the government representatives who gave an
overview of the state of literacy in Scotland, the Conference
also saw the launch of a new suite of Learner Publications,
developed by local Adult Literacy groups and local authorities
across Scotland.

These interesting, funny and thought-provoking texts are
available to everyone across the country and other learners

. ) ] ] ) The collection of learners publications
might find them a valuable resource in their own learning ©Education Scotland

journeys.






