
 

 

 



 

  

 

In Brussels and 
Wallonia, we are about 
16.000 learners. Many 
people know the same 
problems as we do:   
difficulties in writing, 
reading, numeracy,    
understanding and     
expressing themselves. 

As learners, we want to fight together against 
illiteracy and to defend everybody’s right to learn! 
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For a long time, groups 
of learners have been  
involved in different 

actions with the regional or local organizations of 
Lire et Ecrire to: 
• Let know that learning is still possible, 
• Attract the authorities’ attention with the 

problem of illiteracy, 
• Increase the public awareness by showing that 

illiteracy still exists in Belgium. 
• Inform in schools about the consequences of 

facing up to difficulties. 
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In 2007, some learners 
organized a conference 
about illiteracy with Swiss, 
French and Belgian 
learners. 

In 2009, some learners  
participated in the international 
Conference of UNESCO 
(CONFINTEA) about Adult  
Education. That was the first 

time that learners participated in this kind of 
congress. 
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Since 2007, Lire et Ecrire 
has organized some 
‘Learners' sessions’ where 
learners from different 
regional organizations can 
meet. 

 

All these events make us to join 
our strengths and to work  
together. 
In March 2011, the learners’ 
network sprang. 
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Groups from local or  
regional organizations of 
Lire et Ecrire and other 
literacy organizations. In 
such groups, there are 
Belgian people, foreigners, 
men, women, young and old 
people, etc. 
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Every group is organized around their local or 
regional organization.  
 

Some groups are formed by elected 
representative and others by volunteers. There 
are also some old learners. 
 

The group meets whenever they can and they 
choose their project helped by a group leader 
from Lire et Ecrire. 
 

All groups carry out activities against illiteracy 
and for the right to literacy, by collaborating 
with their organization. (Local or regional organi-
zation of Lire et Ecrire or another one). 7 



 

  

 

ASSEMBLY 

MONITORING 

COMMITTEE 
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All participants from all groups meet 3 times a 
year in a general assembly. 
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In these assemblies:  
• We share our experiences; 
• We decide on our orientations; 
• We choose a working topic and the activities 

to be achieved within the network;  
• We discuss and exchange our ideas. 
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The monitoring committee meets about every 6 
weeks. The monitoring committee is set up by 2 
members from each group. There is one 
permanent member who comes to all meetings, 
that makes continuity possible. The other member 
is changed in every meeting in order that 
everybody can learn. 
 
The monitoring committee 
is also opened to Lire et 
Ecrire workers involved in 
the groups. 
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What does the 

monitoring committee do? 

 

• The members bring 

in information from their 

local or regional 

organizations; 

• They relay information when members  have 

participated in external events like international 

meetings, conferences, etc.; 

• They propose topics coming from their groups to 

 discuss them; 

• They prepare general assemblies.  
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“ School” is the ongoing 
chosen topic (2011-2012). It’s 
true that  school is the most 
important and the first place 
for learning. 

We carry out activities in  
schools with the students, the  
tutors, the parents and the  
future teachers. 

Every group does it in its own way, depending on its 
possibilities and according to the local or regional 
orientations. 
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We also carry out some other awareness activities 

towards the wider public in our local or regional 
organizations: stands in markets, making a comic 
strip and a music CD, distributing keyrings, postal 
cards, etc.  
 
Again, the groups work in 
close collaboration with 
their local or regional 
organization. 
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We also follow some training sessions. We follow 
these sessions all together with  Lire et Ecrire 
workers. We learn about topics like school, 
illiteracy around the world, what literacy is for, 
etc. 
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We participate in the 8th September celebration

(International Literacy day) with our 
testimonies, our raising awareness activities, in 
2011 producing a placemat, etc. 
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We took part in different activities like 
European workshops, international conferences, a 
congress about school, etc. 
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Lire et Ecrire wants a 
literacy that allows 
everybody to become 

active and critical citizens who join their strengths 
with those who fight for a more united and fairer 
world.  
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‘I found people and 
now, I know better 

how to talk to them.’ 
Patrice, Lire et Ecrire Namur 

Reading and writing is 
good. I didn't speak at 
all before. There’s no 

age to learn. 
Dodo, Lire et Ecrire Brussels 
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Knowledge. I’ve learned 

lots of things that I 

didn’t know before. 
Yves, Lire et Ecrire Luxembourg 

How to talk in front of 
people and to fight for those 

who didn’t go to school. 
Parfaite, Lire et Ecrire Verviers 
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The strength of being together and the greater 

number of us, more chances we have to be listened to. 

Meeting people. 
Brahim, Lire et Ecrire Brussels 

Exchange of experiences. 
Roland, Lire et Ecrire 
Hainaut Occidental 
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Do you want to contact with the network 
members? 
 

The 2 coordinators are: 
Pascale Lassablière and Cécile Bulens 
Tel.: 02/5027201 
pascale.lassablière@lire-et-ecrire.be, cecile.bulens@lire-et-ecrire.be 
 

In your regional organization: 
• In Luxembourg: Benoît Lemaire, project 
 coordinator; Yves De Graef (Barvaux) and 
 Frédéric Desmoucelles (Bastogne), learners 

Tel.: 061/414492 
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• In Namur: Geneviève 
Godenne, tutor; Christine Louis, 
learner and Fabrice Ramsey, ex
-learner.  
Tel.: 081/741004 

 
• In Verviers: Yves Huysmans, ex-learner and 
 Rahet Imjalli, learner. Tel.: 087/350585 
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• In Hainaut Occidental,  
 Samuel Colpaert,  

awareness responsible, 
Chantal Vigne and Roland 
Canivez, learners.  
Tel.: 069/223009 

 
• In Centre Mons Borinage, Delphine Hubert, 

project manager; Anne Sophie Demolder, tutor 
and Maria Ortega, learner. Tel.: 064/311880; 
0474/307052 
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• In Walloon Brabant: 
Delphine Charlier,  
awareness responsible and 
Francesco Marras, learner.  
Tel.: 067/840946 
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In Brussels: 
• Central local organization: 
Rose Bekaert, reception 
responsible. Tel.: 02/4212442 
• North-eastern local 

 organization: Abdel Bendahman, tutor. 
 Tel.: 02/2451941 
• Western local organization: Chantal 
 Harelimana, tutor. Meryem Ngairi and Dodo 
 Musa, learners. Tel.: 02/5213002 
• Alpha collective: Anne Loontjens, tutor;  

Aziza El Qassimi, learner. Tel.: 02/5383657 

27 



 

  

 

Our dream is that… 
• Illiteracy disappears 
• The network is reinforced 

You join us, 

WELCOME! 
28 
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